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acted as secretary to the present patriarch informs me that
the election is now solely in the hands of the bishops. The
patriarch always assumes the name Ignatius. Tozer says:
" Though this custom arose at the end of the sixteenth cen-
tury ? there can be little doubt that the name is derived
from that of the saint who was the first bishop of An-
tioch." * When chaplain to his predecessor, the present
patriarch visited England, where he was cordially received
by Archbishop Benson and other Anglican dignitaries.
On state occasions he wears a black silk robe over a pur-
ple soutane, two heavy gold chains, one with pectoral
cross, rubies and diamonds massively set, and one with a
medallion.2

The Jacobite Church recognizes a unique dignitary called
'Mafrian, theoretically a sort of suffragan-patriarch, to repre-
sent the patriarch in the Far East, Persia, and Arabia, as
primate or catholicos. The title has become purely hon-
orary,3 but in early times the mafrian consecrated bishops,
blessed the chrism or holy oil, and enjoyed other patriarchal
privileges. According to Parry the designations Mutran'
and Is;qof (properly applying to metropolitan and bishop,
respectively) have a curious use in the Syrian Church. He
states that the bishops are divided into two classes, those
chosen from among the monks, called mutrans, and those
chosen from the parish priests who are widowers, called
isqofs. These latter rank below the mutrans, and are not
eligible to the patriarchate.4 This puts a premium on
celibacy in the Syrian Church, which is not found in the
Orthodox Church, where, as we have seen, a widower may
become patriarch. The Syrian bishops wear a large round
head-dress, upon a card or canvas frame, covered with
black cloth in five folds.5 The Maronite clergy, including
the parish priests, used to wear a similar head-gear, but
it is now rather out of fashion. The Syrian bishops wear

1 "The Church and the Eastern Empire," op. at., p. 81.

2 Article in "The Living Church/' op. tit.
8 At present no one holds it.

4 "Six Months in a Syrian Monastery," op. tit., p. 318.
6 Ibid., p. 318.